History of Education
Since volitions are the results of Ideas, it becomes of r.t
most Importance that the pupils should conceive a genuine
interest In the subjects of study, for only thus clo these ideal
enter into organic relationship with the presentations already
in the mind; and to affect character permanently, these in-
terests must be made abiding. The arousing of interest is not
merely a means for securing attention in the lesson, it Is the
means for securing the complete appropriation of new ideas
or presentations through their apperception, so that they enter
into the constitution of new unities in the child's mind and
thus form a new and more elaborate and secure basis for con-
duct. Such interest in the activity remains after the learning
or apperceiving process is complete ; by making it many-sided
and proportionate, a harmonious and broad character is pro-
duced. It is the work of the teacher to blend the individual-
ity of the pupil Into many-sidedness, by the development
of these many interests and activities through instruction, so
that character is the result. Individuality is unconscious,
character is conscious. " There are many individualities ; the
idea of many-sidedness is but one." But the latter is the
whole of which the individualities are but parts to be meas-
ured by the whole. The work of the teacher, starting with
the Individuality of the pupil, is to increase the quantity of
interests without changing the outlines, the proportion, or the
form of this many-sidedness. " Only this work undertaken
with the individual does always change his outlines, as if
from a certain point in an irregular angular body a sphere
gradually grew, which was nevertheless incapable of ever
covering over the extreme projections. The projections, the
strength of Individuality, may remain so far as they clo not
spoil the character; through them the entire outline may take
this or that form." The work of the teacher then, is to blend
individuality with many-sidedness and the more thoroughly
this Is done, "the more easily will character assert its sway
over the individual""